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Characterization (indirect/direct, round/flat, static/dynamic, traits, motivations)
Allusions
Context clues

1. In the first few paragraphs, we see an allusion to O.J. Simpson.  How do you think Morrie felt about the Simpson trial based on what you know about his character?
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2. What character traits do you see in Morrie here?
3. List three of Morrie’s motivations in seeing Mitch every week.
4. Discuss Morrie’s main aphorism from this chapter: “Learn how to die and you learn how to live.”
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5. Use context clues to determine the meaning of “deficient” and “materialistic.”
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6. What type of figurative language does Mitch here, and what two things is he comparing?
7. Morrie talks about the importance of family and brings up Mitch’s family—specifically, his brother.  Why does Mitch change the subject?  What does this tell you about him?
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Morrie borrowed freely from all religions. He was born Jewish, but
became an agnostic when he was a teenager, partly because of all
that had happened to him as a child. He enjoyed some of the
philosophies of Buddhism and Christianity, and he still felt at home,
culturally, in Judaism. He was a religious mutt, which made him
even more open to the students he taught over the years. And the
things he was saying in his final months on earth seemed to
transcend all religious differences. Death has a way of doing that.
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"Mitch," he said, laughing along, "even I don't know what “spiritual
development’ really means. But I do know we're deficient in some
way. We are too involved in materialistic things, and they don't

satisfy us. The loving relationships we have, the universe around us,
we take these things for granted."
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It was the first week in September, back-toschool week, and after
thirty-five consecutive autumns, my old professor did not have a
class waiting for him on a college campus. Boston was teeming with
students, double-parked on side streets, unloading trunks. And here
was Morrie in his study. It seemed wrong, like those football
players who finally retire and have to face that first Sunday at
home, watching on TV, thinking, I could still do that. I have learned
from dealing with those players that it is best to leave them alone
when their old seasons come around. Don't say anything. But then, |
didn't need to remind Morrie of his dwindling time.




